IN - I JNITFD CTATPC DAmrr IC13 ^ PCT/ ™ ^ 2 3 JAM ^ 

_ UNITED STAThS PA TENT AND ' DEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Orlho Helix Limited 
Kay, David B 

International Application No.: PCT/US96/I3570 

International Filing Date: August 19, 1996 

For: OPEN HELICAL ORGANIC TiSSUE ANCHOR 
AND METHOD OF FACILITATING HEALING 

Commissioner Of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Examiner: 



Group Art Unit: 

Date: February 19, 1998 



INFORMATION niSPI OSiinn ; STATEMENT 



Sir: 



This invention relates to a tissue anchor which is an open helix of 
biocompatible material having a slope of from 0.5 turns per centimeter to 10 turns per 
centimeter, a length from 3 millimeters to 75 millimeters, a diameter of from 1.5 millimeters to 
1 1 millimeters, and an aspect ratio of from about 3 to about 5 to I. The anchor can have a head 
which is capable of securing or clamping tissue together, such as holding a suture in hole to 
secure a ligament or tendon to bone. The anchor can also have a head which causes an inward, 
compressive loading for use in fastening bone to bone, orthopedic plates to bone, or cartilage 
to bone. 

As authorized and encouraged under 37 C.F.R. §1.97-1.99, applicant hereby 
cites as a means of complying with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the 
following patents and/or documents, copies enclosed, which the Examiner should consider 
with respect to the above-identified United States Patent Application: 
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USSR Document No. 652940 relates to a fastening member having a slotted 
head 

and a two pitch special helix member 
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An examination of the present app.ication considering the above documents is 

equested. 
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